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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
DISSEMINATION NOTICE

| 1. This estimate was disseminated by the Central Intelligence Agency. This copy
is for the information and use of the recipient indicated on the front cover and of per-
sons under his jurisdiction on a need to know basis. Additional essential dissemination
may be authorized by the following officials within their respective departments:

a. Special Assistant to the Secretary for Intelligence, for the Department of
State - ' o '

. Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, for the Department of the Army
Director of Naval Intelligence for the Department of the Navy

. Director of Intelligence, USAF, for the Department of the Air Force
Deputy Director for Intelligence, Joint Staff, for the Joint Staff
Director of Intelligence, AEC, for the Atomi¢ Energy Commission

. Assistant Director, FBI, for the Federal Bureau of Investigation

. Assistant Director for Central Reference, CIA, for any other Department or
Agency
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2. This copy may be retained, or destroyed by burning in accordance with appli-
cable security regulations, or returned to the Central Intelligence Agency by arrange-
ment with the Office of Central Reference, CIA.

3. When an estimate is disseminated overseas, the overseas recipients may retain
it for a period not in excess of one year. = At the end of this period, the estimate should
either be destroyed, returned to the forwarding agency, or permission should be

requested of the forwarding agency to retain it in accordance with IAC-D-69/2, 22
June 1953. o - =

The title of this estimate, when vused separately from the text, should be classified:
:FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

, WARNING
This material contains information affecting
. the National Defense of the United States
.within the meaning. of the espionage laws,
. Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans-
mission or revelation of which in ‘any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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UK-FRENCH MILITARY INTENTIONS IN EGYPT

THE PROBLEM

To estlmate whether the British and French intend to expand the area of ground
operations beyond the immediate area of the Suez Canal.

THE ESTIMATE

‘1. We believe that the UK government prob-

ably did not intend, and does not now intend,
to expand military action beyond the imme-
diate area of the Suez Canal.

2. The French almost certainly wish to go
further than the British but, being unable to
act independently of the British, will follow
the latter’s policy.

3. The course of events might operate to
change this intention —e. g, if UK and

*The Sweetwater Canal, which runs from the
Nile River to Ismailia, is the source of fresh
water for the entire canal area.

French forces along the canal are severely

- harassed by the Egyptians, and, poss1bly the

Sweetwater Canal blocked.* .

4. It seems to us more probable that events
will act to restrict UK and French military
operations to the Suez Canal area, and possi-
bly to curtail them below present intentions.
These events include: (a) the recent So-

viet threat to use force, (b) the large and
growing popular opposition in Britain to the
entire venture, and (c) the pressure of world"
opinion as shown both in the UN and else-
where.
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